
 
 

 

 

Siyad Abdullahi is a public health expert with a background in family medicine, international 

health, refugee, and immigrant health; public health consultant, businessman, entrepreneur, 

cross cultural competencies trainer, and public speaker/trainer.  Siyad came to United States in 

1999 and calls Minnesota home. Siyad  brings his unique combination of education, dedication 

and experience to the businesses he founded and operates in the Twin Cities: 

 

President and CEO, Language Banc, LLC 

 Founded in 2006, Language Banc is a Minneapolis-based language translation, 

interpreting and training agency primarily serving the healthcare and legal industries with 

more than 1000 on-call and staff interpreters.  The agency’s interpreters cover over 100 

languages on a 24/7 basis and meet National Standards of Practice for Interpreters in 

Health Care.  The company is a market leader, and is among the top three language 

service companies in the State of Minnesota.  

 

Pres & CEO, Midwest Career Institute.  The Institute, based in Minneapolis since 

2004, trains and certifies health care professionals to take vital roles in the medical field.  

Since 2006 Midwest has trained more than 2000 caregivers to be nursing assistants, and 

home health aides. Many of these individuals have moved on and obtained further 

training and certification to become LPNs, RNs and CNPs. Siyad’s leadership includes 

oversight of curriculum design, student and faculty recruitment, enrollment, and 

instruction.  

 

Vice President  & Director of Medical Affairs 

Pro-Health Care, Inc.   
Founded in 2007, this professional health care provider gives Class A in-home care in 

situations requiring a high level of support from registered nurses or personal care 

assistants outside of the Medicare framework.  The company has about 300 employees 

and serves more clients throughout the Twin Cities metro area.  

 

Founder, President & CEO 

 PT Works, LLC.  This 15-employee agency provides culturally competent and 

culturally sensitive physical therapy and rehabilitation services to clients across many 

cultural groups in St. Paul and Minneapolis.  PT Works offers outpatient care and serves 

home bound clients as well.  

Siyad Abdullahi 
Business and Health Care Leader and 

Entrepreneur 

President/CEO and founder of several companies employing 

over 350 employees, and over 1000 independent contractors 

in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Arizona.  Nonprofit and 

dynamic community leader, entrepreneur, and bridge-builder 

across cultures, and communities.  

 



 

 

Besides his medical training and education, Siyad holds master’s degree in public health, 

focused in international health, from Boston University School of Public Health in 2000.  

He did postgraduate study in clinical research at Northwestern University’s Feinberg 

School of Medicine in Chicago, Illinois.  More recently, from 2009-2012, he attended the 

Tuck Executive Program for Executive Education at Dartmouth College’s Tuck School 

of Business in Dartmouth, Massachusetts.  

 

Numerous nonprofit institutions have benefited from Siyad’s commitment to health care, cross-

culturally competent care, New American communities and the African diaspora, and 

international development.  His community activities benefit the Twin Cities and reach out to 

the nation and the larger world, including philanthropy that reaches his homelands of Kenya 

and Somalia.  Among his public service roles are: 

 

 Minnesota Children’s Museum 2014 to present 

          Board Member, American Diabetes Association Minnesota Area, January 2014-Present 

 Northern Kenya Education Trust (NOKET), 2010-Present 

 World Bank Advisory Committee, African Diaspora, 2010 

 White House Business Council, 2012-Present 

 Pan African Business Alliance Chamber of Commerce, 2004-2007 

 50
th
 Anniversary of Kenyan Independence Event, 2013 

 Fair Vote MN Board Member and Board Vice President 2012- Present 

 Co-Founder, and Past Chair, Academy of Bioscience 2005-2008 

          Board Member and Vice Chair, Board of Directors, Cedar Riverside Peoples Center 

          Advisory Board Member, Bill and Penny George Family Foundation 

          Advisory Board Member, Silos to Circles, a health care policy think tank  

 

 City of Minneapolis CLIC (Capital Long-Range Improvement Committee) 

 National Association of Corporate Directors 

 City of Minneapolis, Public Health Advisory Committee 

Member, Greater MSP, 2010-Present 

And numerous public and community service roles, particularly those focused on 

healthcare, education, and economic empowerment for African refugees and other 

members of the New American community. 

 

Prior to his entrepreneurial and business career, Siyad was Director of Community Health for 

Cedar Riverside People’s Center Medical Clinic from 2005-2006, Vice President of Medical 

Affairs for Public Health Solutions from 2003-2006, and Founder of the Academy of 

Bioscience from 2004-2005.  In 2012 he founded a Twin Cities radio program on AM 950 

called Reflections of New Minnesotans to highlight the perspectives and concerns of these 

communities.  Siyad remains involved as an advocate and voice for new Minnesotans. 

 

 



 

During his work at the Cedar Riverside Peoples Center, Siyad worked closely with the clinic 

CEO to: 

- Run the day to day operations of the clinic 

- Provide leadership, supervision, and oversight to support staff 

- Work closely with the Medical Director on provider issues, scheduling, recruitment, 

retention, and work flow. 

- Was a member of the CQI (Continuous Quality Improvement) team and worked 

collaboratively with the Medical Director in planning the meetings, designing data 

gathering tools, help interpret data for other committee board members, and worked 

intently on meeting and exceeding the clinic’s goals in quality outcome measures. 

- Participated in Provider Recruitment. 

- Led the community relations, and neighborhood relations with the clinic 

- Established and executed an extensive community engagement strategy to enhance the 

profile of the clinic in the East African immigrant and refugee community in the twin 

cities metro. 

- Participated in various fundraising, fund development, and grant writing, and proposal 

development for the clinic.  

- As a board member, and a member of the finance, and governance committee, Siyad 

visited Capitol Hill with other FQHC and Minnesota Association of Community Health 

Centers, and engaged legislators, and legislative staff in the advocating for more funding, 

and support for Community Health Clinics, and FQHCs.   

 

 

Recent Awards and Other Data 

In 2013, Siyad Abdullahi was the recipient of the International Immigrant Achievement award 

granted by the Twin Cities International Leadership Institute and the Minneapolis St. Paul 

Business Journal.   In 2000 he received the Boston University School of Public Health award of 

excellence in public health practice.  Dr. Abdullahi is a frequent speaker in public forums 

locally and nationally on topics related to healthcare, culturally and linguistically competent 

health care, international development, the African diaspora, and other topics.   
 

For Further Information or to contact Siyad Abdullahi: 

Siyad Abdullahi, Cell:  612-281-6866 

Email/Text:  siyadabdul@gmail.com 

On Twitter:  @siyadabdul 

LinkedIn:  www.linkedin.com/pub/siyad-abdullahi/0/785/918 
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